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March 1987 - Outraged by 
the government’s mismanage- 
ment of the AIDS crisis, con- 
cerned individuals unite to 
form the AIDS Coalition to 
Unleash Power. Our first 
demonstration takes place 
later in March on Wall Street, 
the financial center of the 
world, to protest the profi- 
teering of pharmaceutical 
companies (especially 
Burroughs Wellcome, manu- 
facturer of AZT). Seventeen 
people are arrested. Shortly 
after the demonstration, the 
Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
announces it will shorten its 
drug approval process by two 
years. 


: June [, 1987 - ACT UP joins 
other national activist groups 
in civil disobedience at the 
White House in Washington, 
DC. In a display of AiDS-pho- 

» bia, the police wear rubber 
gloves while arresting pro- 
testers. Another demonstra- 
tion is held at the Third 
International Conference on 
AIDS. 


June 4, 1987 - When Northwest Orient Airlines refuses pas- 
sage to people with AIDS (PWAs), ACT UP erupts in protest 
at the airline’s New York offices. Two suits are brought 
against Northwest. The policy is reversed. 


June 21, 1987 - ACT UP’s 
four-day, round-the-clock 
protest at New York City’s 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Hospital, one of four AIDS 
Treatment Evaluation Units 
(ATEU’s) in the City, 
demands more clinical trials 
of promising drugs other than 
AZT and more people with 
AIDS in the trials. 


September 9, - 1987 - ACT 
UP protests the inadequacies 
of the newly-formed 
Presidential Commission on 
AIDS when it meets for the 
first time in Washington, DC. 
Several ACT UP members 
give testimony. 


January 15, 1988 - ACT UP 
NY ‘s Women’s Caucus orga- 
































NY Capsule Histor: 





nizes the first ACT UP action focused on women and HIV at 
the offices of Cosmopolitan. Five hundred people protest an 
article telling heterosexual women that unprotected vaginal 
intercourse with an HIV+ man is safe. A documentary about 
the action, “Doctors, Liars, and Women: AIDS Activists Say 
NO to Cosmo,” produced by two Women’s Caucus mem- 
bers, is later shown around the country, winning awards and 
placed in the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern 
Art. 


March 24, 1988 - To celebrate our first anniversary, ACT UP 
returns to Wall Street. More than 100 activists are arrested; 
ACT UP receives major media coverage and issues central to 
the AIDS crisis are reported. The concept of “AIDS activism” 
gains credibility. 


May 1-9, 1988 - ACT UP branches around the country 
mount nine days of protests focusing on specific, unattended 
aspects of the epidemic such as IV drug use, homophobia, peo- 
ple of color, women, testing programs, prison programs and 
children with AIDS. More than 50 cities participate. 


June 23, 1988 - ACT UP meets homeless people at a "Talk- 
In" at a Tent City in City Hall Park, built to protest the city's 
policy on the homeless. ACT UP gives out information on 
AIDS and distributes condoms; the homeless share their expe- 
riences in the shelters and in the streets. 


October 44, - 1988 ACT UP, joined by the national ACT 
NOW coalition, closes down the FDA outside of Washington, 
DC. More than 1,000 activists stage a series of demonstrations 
which result in almost 180 arrests. The event receives interna- 
tional press coverage. A historical event, shutting down the 
FDA represents to a vast audience the lethargy of this dysfunc- 
tional bureaucracy, which is in charge of testing and approving 
possible AIDS treatments. 


November 25, 1988 - Trump Tower Thanksgiving Action - 
ACT UP protests a lack of housing for PWA’s while the city 
gives tax breaks to wealthy developers. Numerous affinity 









































































































































group actions and arrests are 
made. 


January 19, 1989 - The 
Housing Committee meets 
with Mayor Kochs’ top housing 
advisor Caryn Schwab to dis- 
cuss the lack of action on AIDS 
housing. Representatives from 
almost every N.Y. City agency 
attend. Schwab defends the 
Koch administration record, 
while the Housing Committee 
gained information for future 
actions. 


January 31, 1989 - The 
Housing Committee meets 
with HRA Commissioner 
Grinker to discuss the lawsuit 
Mixon vs Grinker, which tried 
to force the Koch administra- 
tion to provide appropriate 
housing for people with AIDS 
and HIV. 


February 2, 1989 - ACT UP protests the FDA’s new proto- 
current DHPG users access to the drug. Due to this action, the 


reconsiders its protocols. 


February 11, 1989 - Soup Kitchen rally at Grand Army Plaza | 
in front of Trump Plaza. A coalition of groups protest the city's’ : 


May 2, 1989 - Based on the testimony of AIDS activists, the 
: FDA Advisory Committee finally recognizes DHPG and 


failure to respond to homelessness in the face of the tax breaks 
given to Donald Trump. 


March 2, 1989 - Protests and continued pressure at the FDA | 


: June 4-9, 1989 - ACT UP demonstrates at the Fifth 
: International Conference on AIDS in Montreal calling for a sig- 
: nificant change in AIDS treatment research. ACT UP presents 
' the revolutionary concept of parallel track drug testing, in which 
: drugs already found to be non-toxic are placed in both clinical 
: trials and released simultaneously to patients who do not qualify 
: for the trials. 


pay off. The FDA approves the use of DHPG, the only drug 
available to treat cytomegalovirus, a cause of retinitis, pneumo- 
nia and colitis. 

March 28, 1989 - ACT UP’s second anniversary protest draws 
3,000 to New York’s City Hall, making “Target City Hall” the 
largest AIDS activist demonstration to date. ACT UP protests 
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the inadequacy of New York’s AIDS policy under Mayor Edward 
: Koch. About 200 activists are arrested. 


A il 21, 1989 - ACT UP/NY joins ACT UP/Atlanta t test 
cols for the drug DHPG (Gancyclovir), which would deny many : ai pee ees bea 


: a South Carolina provision that would allow PWAs to be quar- 
: antined. The same day, using steel plates and rivets, four ACT 
FDA makes DHPG available under “compassionate use” while it | Up members ae in Me inside a Burroughs 


: Wellcome office in North Carolina. They demand a cut in the 


price of AZT, still the most expensive medicine in history at 
$8,000 for a year’s dosage. 


Aerosolized Pentamadine for approval. 


' The next week, ACT UP members are invited to discuss parallel 
: track with Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of the AIDS program at 
: the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. Days 
: later, Fauci announces parallel track publicly, and the govern- 
: ment appoints a panel (including an ACT UP member) to write 
: procedural standards. 


; That same week, ACT UP meets with Bristol Myers, the manu- 
: facturer of the anti-retroviral ddl, to demand ddl’s release to 
_ patients who can no longer tolerate AZT. Ddl is soon released 
: to 5,000 patients. 


September 14, 1989 - ACT UP once again makes history by 
© stopping trading on the Stock Exchange floor. Seven ACT UP 
: members infiltrate the New York Stock Exchange and chain 
: themselves to the VIP balcony. Their miniature foghorns drown 
: out the opening bell, and a banner unfurls above the trading 
: floor demanding “SELL WELLCOME.” Other ACT UP members 








snap photos which they then sneak out and send over 
newswires. Four days later, Burroughs Wellcome lowers the 
price of AZT by 20%, to $6,400 per year. 


September 16, 1989 - ACT UP NY joins ACT UP Long 
Island in a demonstration protesting the lack of AIDS housing 
on Long Island including a march to the home of NY Senator 
Marino. 


October 2, 1989 - In response to the alarming rise of HIV 
infection in adolescents, ACT UP’s Youth Brigade (later known 
as YELL-Youth Education Life Line) begins distributing con- 
doms and safer sex/clean needle information outside New 
York City schools. 


October 7, 1989 - The Housing Committee joins the 
Housing Now! march on Washington; 
marches around the AIDS Quilt which was 
on display and forces the march organizers 
to allow a homeless PWA to speak. 


October 18, 1989 - ACT UP NY joins 
with union members to protest the lack of 
desks or phones for newly hired casework- 
ers at the Department of AIDS Services. 





desks and chairs. 


ACT UP/NY Capsule History — 


TIME [SN’T 

: . = color and children). Forty-nine are arrested. 

THING TH 2 In the week following the demos, ACT 
UP/Atlanta’s membership triples. 


Police try to stop us from delivering office 
furniture but find we are handcuffed to the 


lower doses of the highly toxic drug AZT. A major article 
appears in the Times, and within weeks the FDA cuts the stan- 
dard dose of AZT in half. 


January 3, 1990 - ACT UP stages the first in a three-part 
series of actions in Albany to protest New York State’s severe 
lack of attention to the AIDS epidemic. An ACT UP member 
interrupts Gov. Mario Cuomo’s State of the State address and 
engages Cuomo in a brief debate while demonstrators protest 
outside the Capitol. 


January 8-9, 1990 - ACT UP/NY joins ACT UP/Atlanta in 
two days of demonstrations in Georgia. Sixty-three people 
are arrested lying down in the street at the State Capitol 
demanding the immediate repeal of Georgia’s sodomy laws. 
The next day hundreds besiege the federal 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) head- 
quarters with signs, banners and costumes 
protesting the CDC’s narrow definition of 
AIDS (which excludes gynecological illnesses 
and illnesses more common to people of 


Ss January 25, 1990 - ACT UP stages a 
phone zap against Galaxy Carpet Mills 


whose health insurance policy does not 
October 31, 1989 - Housing Committee cover HIV-related treatments unless an 


pass out candy, condoms and literature 
about AIDS and homelessness in front of 
Trump Tower. 


November 4, 1989 - Members of the 
Housing Committee zap HUD 
Commissioner Jack Kemp at a breakfast 
conference in Arlington, VA, protesting 
HUDs’ refusal to fund housing programs for 
PWAs. As a result, a meeting is held with 
Assistant Commissioner Anna Kondratas. 


November 9, 1989 - The Housing Committee holds a “sleep ee 


in” at Grand Central Station protesting sweeps of homeless 
people from the transit system. 


December 2, 1989 - ACT UP holds its first major fundraiser, 
an art auction co-chaired by David Hockney and Annie 
Leibovitz. A record price is bid for a work by the late artist 
and ACT UP member Keith Haring. ACT UP raises $350,000. 


December 10, 1989 - ACT UP and WHAM! (Women’s 
Health Action and Mobilization) co-sponsor our first “Stop the 
Church” demonstration. 4,500 protesters gather outside St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral to decry the Church’s opposition to safer 
sex education, violent homophobia, and attempts to block 
access to safe and legal abortions. | {| people are arrested. 
The news media choose to focus on, and distort, a single 
Catholic demonstrator’s personal protest involving a commu- 
nion wafer. 


Christmas 1989 - ACT UP sends New York Times’ AIDS 
reporter Gina Kolata a Christmas card zap to protest her 
inadequate AIDS coverage. Shortly thereafter, Kolata phones 
ACT UP for specific information about the effectiveness of 





employee can prove “involuntary” HIV 
infection. One month later, the company 
reverses this policy, and insures all employ- 
ees. 


January, 1990 - ACT UP spearheads an 
| investigation into newly-elected New York 
§ City Mayor David Dinkins’ selection of Dr. 
Woodrow Myers for Commissioner of 
1 Health. It finds out that as Indiana State 

~ Health Commissioner, Myers endorsed and 
attempted to implement mandatory HIV testing, partner trac- 
ing and quarantine. After ACT UP protests at City Hall, 
Dinkins states that these policies will not be tolerated in New 


Be York City. 


February 13, 1990 - ACT UP returns to Albany in the sec- 
ond of our three-part New York State Capitol action. 
Thirteen ACT UP members seize the Division of Budget 
offices, chaining themselves to desks (all are arrested). 
Hundreds of others protest in the Capitol Concourse and the 
Legislative Office Building, disseminating information on the 
State’s negligent response to all aspects of the AIDS crisis, and 
demanding increased AIDS funding in the new fiscal year State 
budget. 


February 23, 1990 - The Housing Committee protests the 
proposal to allow the Archdioses of New York to provide 
health related facilities (nursing homes) for PWAs. The 
Archdioses refused to provide safe sex and clean works infor- 
mation, condoms, contraceptives, abortion counseling and 
gynecological care, among other things, citing institutional 
ethics. The N.Y. State Public Health Council was more than 
willing to re-write the State Health departments/AIDS Institute 








Standards of care to accommodate them. 


sex/AIDS prevention information with intravenous drug users 


arrested 


descend on the New York State 


AIDS funding is murderously inade- 
front of the Capitol Building reads, 
“The Death of People With AIDS is a 


Capitol Crime “ The Governor’s man- 
sion is literally wrapped in red tape. 


quarters of the American Medical 


there. Women activists take over the 





Hospital with mattresses, declaring it 


AIDS are allowed treatment in the hospital. The Cook County 


dinate AIDS activism in diverse communities. 


AIDS Clinical Trial System at the NIH. 


June 13, 1990 - The Housing Committee organizes a zap of 
the Housing Authority to protest discrimination against PWAs, 
survivors of PWAs who are not legal tenants, lesbians and gays. 


issues its 1990 Treatment Agenda which outlines the direction 


the AIDS research community should be taking in the coming : 
year which becomes one of the most talked about documents at 
the conference. The PISD (People with Immune System : 
Disorders) caucus introduces the San Francisco Plan , which : 
outlines the civil and medical rights of people with immune sys- 


tem disorders. 


i July, 1990 - Women, AIDS & Activism, developed originally by 
March 6, 1990: - ACT UP’s Needle Exchange Committee is ACT UP’s Women’s Caucus in 1989, is published. It is the first 


formed, dedicated to decriminalizing needle possession, safer : book to chart the natural history of AIDS in women. The 


injection education and drug treatment on demand. A group of Women & AIDS Book Group has also made Women, AIDS & 


ACT UP members exchange clean needles for used ones along Activism a landmark manifesto for safer sex for women and 
with safe drug injection instructions, condoms and safer : 
: July, 1990 - As a result of continuing pressure, NIAID officials 
(IVDUs) on a Lower East Side street : 


corner. Six ACT UP exchangers are : 


health activism. 


meet with women from ACT UP/NY and ACT UP/DC, who 
make ten demands including a conference on women with HIV 


: and a women’s committee for the ACTG system. NIAID agrees 


March 28, 1990 - For the third : 
Albany action, more than 2,500 people : 
: July-August, 1990 - In a month-long series of actions coincid- 
Capitol to inform Governor Cuomo : 
and the State Legislature that State : 


to hold the conference. We also demand a natural history 
study of women and HIV which finally begins in 1993. 


ing with a number of AIDS conferences, ACT UP/NY and the 
newly-formed ACT UP de Puerto Rico work to increase AIDS 


: awareness in Puerto Rico. Despite the highest rate of new AIDS 
quate. A banner dropped over the : 


cases in the Western hemisphere, Puerto Rico has almost no 


treatment for PWAs and safer sex education is blocked by the 
: Catholic church. Two hundred people of all ages and orienta- 
: tions march from the Capital Building in San Juan to the 
; Governor’s mansion demanding that condoms, safer sex guide- 
April 20-23, 1990 - ACT UP activists 


from all over the country converge on ACT UPs/NY and Puerto Rico demand immediate availability of 


Chicago to target the national head- treatments for PWAs and increased Medicaid coverage. 

: September 5-18, 1990 - ACT UP/ NY coordinates the 
Association (AMA) and health insur- : 
ance companies also headquartered : 
: Demonstrations and civil disobedience actions target the annual 
intersection in front of Cook County : 
: front group for insurance companies and the AMA which pub- 
the “Cook County Women’s AIDS Unit” since no women with : 
: organizes legal harassment against alternative health practition- 
Hospital AIDS Unit admits its first women two days later. A : 
People of Color Conference also convenes to discuss and coor- : 
: advocates. 


May 21, 1990 - ACT UP/NY organizes a national action to | October 2, 1990 - ACT UP/NY joins ACT UP/DC to protest 


“Storm the NIH (National Institutes of Health).” One thousand : 
protesters demand more AIDS treatments, especially for the : 
opportunistic infections that kill PWVAs, an end to the severe : 
underrepresentation of women and people of color in clinical : 


trials, and the formation of a Womens Health Committee in the ; . : 
: against women with e @ 


: HIV by using CDC- 

: defined AIDS as a cri- 

: teria for disability. pa 
: This was the first 
June 16-23, 1990 - Members of ACT UP/NY join AIDS : 
activists from around the world at the Sixth International : 
Conference on AIDS in San Francisco. Demonstrations through- : 
out the conference highlight issues of importance to the AIDS : 
community. ACT UP/NY’s Treatment and Data Committee : 
: Camp 


lines and clean needles for IVWDUs be distributed island-wide. 


National Action for Freedom of Treatment Choice along with 
11 other ACT UP chapters in Kansas City, MO. 


conference of the National Council Against Health Fraud, a 
lishes distorted information attacking alternative medicine and 


ers. Twenty-three activists are arrested, the conference is dis- 
rupted, and a counter-conference is held with holistic health 


the Department of 
Health and Human 
Services (HHS) dis- 4 
ability regulations 
which discriminated 
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public 'speak out’ by 
women with HIV, and 2 ry 
the beginning of a 3- , 

year campaign. A @ 
October 7, 1990 - 

Laguardia 6 
Outreach Action. : : 

With the OK of the - 
Director, Housing B 
committee experi- 

ments with providing 














AIDS Education, condom and bleach kits to homeless men at 
an upstate shelter. 


November, 1990 - The ACT UP/NY Treatment and Data 
Committee releases the “Countdown |8 Months Plan,” a set 
of scientific procedures and demands designed to implement 
treatment and research for controlling the five currently most 
devastating opportunistic infections (Cytomegalovirus, histo- 
plasmosis, pneumocystis carnii, toxoplasmosis and mycobac- 
terium avium complex). 


November, 1990 - Gov. Cuomo cuts New York State AIDS 
funding by 40% just four days before his re-election. In 
response, 100 AIDS activists pack his “Victory” party and 
interrupt his election acceptance speech with cries of 
“Shame!” and “Cuomo Balances the Budget with People’s 
Lives!” 


December, 1990 - First National Women and HIV 
Conference, Washington, D.C. The ACT UP National 
Womens Committee distributes The Womens Research and 
Treatment Agenda which is later later translated into three 
languages and handed out at two of the International 
Conferences on AIDS. 


December 3, 1990 - ACT UP/NY and AIDS activists from all 
over the country return to the CDC in Atlanta and again 
demand the immediate expansion and revision of its narrow 
definition of AIDS as well as a future policy of updating the list 
every six months. 


December 8, 1990 - ACT UP and WHAM! return to St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral for a “Stop the Church” anniversary. 
Cardinal O’Connor creates excellent publicity for the action 
by getting a restraining order against ACT UP. What was 
planned as a small demonstration attracts over 1000 protest- 
ers. Signs and chants include “Expel O’Connor from the Public 
Schools” and “fust say no is not enough: Teach safer sex!” 





January 7, 1991 
Hundreds demon- 
strate outside the 
Manhattan Criminal 
Court building on 
“Judgment Day” 
while six activists 
from “Stop the 
Church” are sen- 
: tenced. The hostile 
judge convicts the 
"Safe Sex Six’ but 
compares them to 
Gandhi and Martin 
Luther King and 
gives sentences -of 
community service 
rather than six 
months in jail. 


January 16, 1991 - 
Lead by the YELL 
(Youth Education 
Life Line) 





























Committee of ACT UP, activists and high school students 
demand immediate approval of the condom distribution plan 
proposed by Public School Chancellor Fernandez. YELL and 
the students also demand that the “counseling” and parental 
consent portions of the plan be withdrawn and replaced with a 
revised AIDS education program that deals honestly with AIDS 
transmission, prevention and sexuality. 


January 23, 1991 - ACT UP declares a “Day of Desperation” 
in New York City. This action, designed to target every aspect 
of City life, demands that everyone realize that every day is a 
day of desperation for those in the AIDS community. Day of 
Desperation begins when activists invade PBS and CBS Evening 
News broadcasts on the night of the 22nd. On the 23rd a 
morning demo begins on Wall St.and more than 2000 protest- 
ers march with coffins that are delivered to City, State & 
Federal officials responsible for perpetuating the AIDS epidem- 
ic. An action at the State Office building in Harlem demands an 
end to the City homeless shelter system The housing 
Committee joins Stand Up Harlem, Emmaus House and vari- 
ous Harlem religious leaders in protesting the lack of housing 
and services for people with HIV. The march goes down 
Martin Luther King Blvd. to the State Office Bldg, carrying 
coffins with a demonstration at the plaza. Several people are 
arrested. The Latino/a Caucus invades the Bronx Borough 
President’s office; the Alternative and Holistic Committee 
videotapes Dr. Emilio Carillo’s as he promises to add immuno- 
enhancing nutritional programs and acupuncture to City hospi- 
tals. At 5:07 pm, Grand Central Station is the setting for a 
spectacular and massive act of civil disobedience as ACT UP 
takes over the station. A banner announcing “One AIDS Death 
Every Eight Minutes” is hung over the arrivals board. 263 peo- 
ple are later arrested as the group attempts to march to the » 
United Nations. 


February 5, 1991 - Three ACT UP members are arrested.in 
front of Cardinal O'Connor's residence and charged with bias- 
related felonies for spray painting “O’Connor Spreads Death” 
on the sidewalk. While in custody, they are subjected to anti- 
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gay verbal and physical harassment by the police. 


February 6, 1991 - Affinity group Action Tours hangs a four : 
story banner reading "FIGHT THE AIDS WAR" on the New : 
York Hilton as Bush arrives for an Economic Club of New York 
: protest health profiteering and march to the Capitol Building to 


February 11, 1991 - An impromptu demonstration protesting demand comprehensive national health care from the US 


the recent police brutality, is held at the Midtown North Police : 
precinct. As the event ends, the police charge unprovoked at : 
the non-violent demonstrators with their nightsticks swinging. : 
Three demonstrators are picked off and arrested, including one | 
marshall who is brutally assaulted in police custody. As a result, 


dinner. 


.a working group is formed to address police brutality. 


bied and pressured the board for the plan’s passage. 





















































try to save the lives of people vulnerable to HIV infection. 


weeks. _ 








ACT UP/NY Capsule History 


: that “Living with AIDS in prison is cruel and unusual punish- 


ment.” 


May 31, 1991 - ACT UPs from the East coast descend upon 
the National Insurance Association in Washington, DC, to 


Congress. 


June 16-22, 1991 - ACT UP/NY members attend the 
International AIDS Conference in Florence, Italy. Though short 
on good news, the conference includes an unprecedented num- 
ber of HIV+ people on panels, in the conference and in the 


: streets. Scientists join activists in a march on the US Consulate 


February 27, 1991 - ACT UP celebrates a concrete victory to protest the exclusion of HIV+ foreigners from entry to the 
against the AIDS virus as the New York City Board of | 


Education vote 4-3 to approve a plan to distribute condoms stu- : to cancel the conference in Boston if the policy is not changed. 


dents in the public high schools. ACT UP’s Youth Education Life : 
Line Committee was an important part of the coalition that lob- : 
: July 9, 1991 - ACT UP returns to the DOCS, this time at the 


February 1991 - Ten people, who had been charged with pos- New York State Office Building on 125th Street to demand an 


session of needles with the intent to distribute them to IV drug : 


users on the Lower East Side, are acquitted by a judge who : f : : ie ; 
agrees that the “Necessity Defense” pps tes fi case. The | ers’ behalf by Prisoners Legal Services. Within a month, the poli- 


judge rules that the activists’ actions are justified by the need to cy is changed. 


US. ACT UP obtains a promise from the organizing committee 


A revised edition of the Womens Research & Treatment 
Agenda is distributed. 


end to the exclusion of HIV+ prisoners from the family reunion 
program. The next day, a class action suit is filed on the prison- 


August 1991 - The Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
proposes a revised definition of 
AIDS to include anyone with a 
T-cell count of 200 or less. 
They also add two gynecologi- 
cal infections to the classifica- 
tion, the first women-specific 
1 opportunistic infections 


September 1991 - ACT UP’s 
4a YELL (Youth Education Life 
Line) Committee lead the way 
to victory in defeating an 
amendment to the condom dis- 
| tribution plan of the New York 
City Board of Education which 
#8) would give parents the right to 
1 “Opt-out” and bar their chil- 
dren from receiving condoms in 
“| school. 


September 1, 1991 - 2500 
AIDS activists march on 





: President Bush’s vacation home in Kennebunkport, Me. to 


: i RISIS CAN 
March 1991 - Upon learning of a plan by Mayor Dinkins to cut ERD: Akal dey oa felia oe. Bier house activists 
City AIDS funding, breaking his promise that AIDS funding : ‘ ; ae} d 
Gould Beseseuet Eid ACT UP eet unroll a fifty foot banner which outlines a 32-point plan to en 
Der ee ee are maeni de er creates another « the AIDS Crisis. The next day the President says that he is more 
loud demonstration that can be heard in City Council chambers. : 
Masti ol the cies are nectaced eo the Gudock | b ae moved by the demonstration of the unemployed the week 
stored to the budget in subsequent = before.“That one hit home” he said, “because when a family is 


: out of work, that’s one that | care very much about.” 


oe oe see eM ND UCL biel ae ae all September, 1991 - "Doctors in Chains” Action at Beeckman 
HIT THE DOCS. (Devartment or seer panne ae : Hospital to. protest legislation proposed by jesse Helms calling 
demand medical treatment for prisoners with AIDS, declaring Meyer e  ceceeee eee east 





September 25, 1991 - The Housing Committee organizes a 
"Kinder, Gentler Housing Demo" at the Federal Bldg. at 26 
_ Federal Plaza to protest Federal inaction on AIDS housing. 
Demonstrators wearing Bush masks picket around a card- 
board city. 


September 30, 1991 - ACT UP targets George Bush at the 
White House, declaring that, with over 120,000 Americans 
_dead from AIDS, the President is getting away with murder. In 
a loud and angry march to the White House, activists demand- 
ed that the President stop his deliberate policy of neglect. 
Eighty-four people are arrested in acts of civil disobedience 
that include chaining themselves to the gates of the White 
House and to each other. Bush spent the day in Disney World 


November 29, 1991 - Twenty five Action Tours members 
dress as "HIV+ Santas" and invade Macy's to protest the firing 
of an HIV+ Santa . Nineteen are arrested. 


December 1991 - ACT UP’s Womens Caucus organizes and 
participates in meetings for women AIDS activists/women with 
HIV at NIAID. They demand that the WIHS -Womens 
Interagency HIV Study - is appropriately designed so that com- 
munity-based clinics which see the greatest numbers of HIV+ 
women will be able to compete with medical centers in getting 
funding as research sites. 


February 5, 1992 - In a weekend of actions kicking off 
Campaign '92, ACT UP marches through the streets of 
Manchester, to George Bush's campaign headquarters days 
before the New Hampshire Primary. ACT UP members dis- 
rupt speeches by President Bush, Bill Clinton and other candi- 
dates demanding leadership on AIDS issues. 


April 2, 1992 - ACT UP member Bob Rafsky confronts candi- 
. date Bill Clinton at a New York City fundraiser. Clinton asks 
what he should be saying to prove that he cares about AIDS. 
The exchange is carried on CNN and Nightline. 


April 4, 1992 - Bill Clinton meets with members of ACT UP 
and UAA (United for AIDS Action) to discuss his AIDS poli- 
cies. Clinton agrees to make a major AIDS policy speech, to 
have people with HIV speak to the Democratic Convention 
and to sign onto the UAA’s five point plan. 


April 6, 1992 - 7:30 am, One thousand people march in mid- 
town Manhattan to make AIDS an election issue. The Activists 
take over Madison Avenue and declare “No more politics as 
usual.” fifty-four people are arrested during acts of civil disobe- 
dience 


April 6, 1992 - ACT UP zaps candidate Jerry Brown at 
Brooklyn Borough Hall. He pledges to work with ACT UP to 
implement the 25 point plan. 


June 14, 1992 - ACT UP joins holistic health advocates for a 
Health Freedom Rally near the Capitol Building in Washington, 
DC, to denounce recent moves by the FDA to raid alternative 
doctors providing nutritional treatment to people with AIDS 
and other diseases, and to remove safe nutritional supplements 
used by PWAs form the market. 


July 11, 1992 - ACT UP members kick off a series of actions 
around the Democratic National Convention in New York 
City by crashing a party given for the national media. 




















July 12, 1992 - Members of Campaign ‘92 invite themselves 
to delegation parties of the 12 states with the worst AIDS 
records. 


July 14, 1992 - ACT UP joins the United for AIDS Action 
march and rally in midtown Manhattan. 


July 15, 1992 - ACT UP demonstrates at a free outdoor 
Broadway review in Times Square under.a banner saying “RIB- 
BONS ARE NOT ENOUGH.” 


July 19 - 24, 1992 - 40 members of ACT UP New York 
attend the International Conference on AIDS in Amsterdam, 
joining in several demonstrations and sessions . 


August 1992 - Members of ACT UP N.Y. form the 
McClintock Working Group to formulate a realistic proposal 
for a federally funded Manhattan Project style program to find 
a cure for AIDS. 


August 18, 1992 - Over 2,000 ACT UP members from 
across America converge on the Astrodome in 
Houston,Texas, during the Republican National Convention. 
Six ACT UP members are arrested in a chaotic demonstration 
at which George Bush is burned in effigy. 


August 20, 1992 - AIDS Activists disrupt a speech by George 
Bush at a $1,000.00-a-plate fundraising luncheon. 


August 20, 1992 - Seven people are arrested after interrupt- 
ing a speech by Jerry Falwell to the Christian Action Network 
screaming “Your family values are killing us. Every seven min- 
utes somebody dies.” 


October I 1, 1992 - ACT UP NY holds its first symbolic 
funeral in Washington, DC, on the weekend of the final exhibi- 
tion of the AIDS Quilt. In a procession starting at he Capitol, 
11 people from both coasts carried ashes of friends, family and 
lovers. Met at the White House lawn by police in riot gear, on 
motorcycles, and on horses, the procession - by then some 
8,000 strong - broke through police lines and scattered the 
ashes on the White House lawn. 


October 20, 1992 - ACT UP members interrupt Vice 
President Dan Quayle at the 30th Annual Dinner of the New 
York State Conservative Party. Quayle supporters charge the 
demonstrators in the back of the room. 


November 2, 1992 - Following a political funeral at Judson 
Memorial Church in Manhattan, more than 300 AIDS activists 
carry the open coffin of 38 year old ACT UP member Mark 
Lowe Fischer - a member of the Marys, an affinity group who 
had been organizing political funerals for people with AIDS - 
from Washington Square to the Republican Headquarters on 
West 43rd Street. On the eve of the Presidential election, 
mourners indicted George Bush with Fischers murder."| want 
my own political funeral to be fierce and defiant," wrote 
Fischer,"to make the public statement that my death from 
AIDS is a form of political assassination.” 


November 9, 1992 - ACT UP helps coordinate a Health 
Freedom Rally in New York City demanding that New York 
City Congress members support a bill to prevent the FDA 
from banning safe nutritional supplements used by PWAs. 


Two Congress members announce their decision to support 
the bill. 























__ ACT UP/NY Capsule History 





November 18, 1992 - YELL demonstrates at the Board of 
Education in New York to oppose Christian fundamentalists and 
promote HIV/AIDS education in New York City Public Schools. 
December [3, 1992 - 300 activists picket at the St. Patricks 
Cathedral for Stop the Church Il. 





HIV+ Haitian refugees from the detainment camp in 


"underground railroad" of housing and services for those who 
are released. 


Services detention center on Varick Street. The action results in 
her release. 


January 5, 1993 - 


television series & media network for AIDS activism. 


January 16, 1993 - Fifteen members of ACT UP/ NY and ‘ . 8 : sear ts 
Treatment Action Group disrupt Hoffmann-LaRoche's _ UP, the Social Services Administration changes the disability reg- 


Community Advisory Board meeting at the Marriot Marquis : ulations for people with HIV, including the addition of a wide 
Hotel in Times Square to protest the pharmaceutical company's range of women-specific opportunistic infections. 

: April 23, 1993 - The Lesbian Caucus organizes a meeting 
: between Donna Shalala, the new Secretary of Health and 


: Human Services and 15 Lesbians with AIDS in Washington DC 


refusal to heed the concerns of the AIDS community. Two 
activists are arrested and charged with more than $7,000-worth 
of damages to the conference room. 


February, 1993 - ACT UP protests at the New York State : in N k 
AIDS Institute against the proposed lab based name reporting of | ‘NS COVErAa8e In Newsweek. 


June 1993 - Judge Johnson closes Guantanomo Bay Detention 
: Camp. ACT UP members bring 78 Haitian refugees to New 


February 9, 1993 - One-hundred and fifty ACT UP members York and find temporary housing for them during the summer. 


along with TAG, Target Hoffman laRoche in Nutley, N J. The : . il aes etek 
demonstrators chain themselves to gates and trucks to block eee Ghote re eee: 


persons with HIV. We demand the use of unique identifiers to 
protect confidentiality 


access to the office complex, 
resulting in 23 arrests. 


March 1993 - The Barbra 
McClintock Project to find a 
cure for AIDS is unveiled by the 
Mclintock Working Group. 
100,000 copies of the proposal 
to restructure the national 
AIDS research efforts are dis- 
seminated, 


March 1993 - ACT UP NY | 
joins hemophiliacs to protest an 
awards dinner held by the 
National Hemophilia 
Foundation. 


April 1, 1993 - YELL demon- : 
strates against Irene Impellizzeri jx: 
at the Columbus Club in New 
York. 


April 4 & 8, 1993 - ACT UP 
members bring the first. Haitian 


: inaction while allowing people with AIDS to die. 
: demonstration, activists scaled the building and hung bodies rep- 


December 21, 1992 - ACT UP and Haitian activists protest Fosenting peeple with AIDS ijiled by driig company policies: 


the wrongful detention of Siliese Success, an HIV+ Haitian : 


woman jailed after the death of her baby. They threaten to hold paeenuon<) AIDS, and march with other AIDS groups to the 


a Christmas Eve Vigil at the Immigration and Naturalization : Mall, stopping for a die-in at the White House. 

: April 30, 1993 - ACT UP members go to Guantanamo, Cuba, 
: to continue working to win the release of Haitian refugees. 
: After activists are threatened with jail by U.S. military personnel, 


DIVA TV (Damned Interfering Video : 


Activists) inaugurates AIDS Community Television, a weekly : White House aide Bob Hattoy and General Colin Powell force - 


: the military to allow them to stay for an extra ten days. 








: Refugees with a T-cell count of less than 200 to New York from 
the Guantanamo detention center. In the first week alone we 
house 22 Haitian PWA's. 


| April 24 & 25, 1993 - ACT UP joins a million lesbians and gay 
: men at the March on Washington. ACT UP/NY stages a demon- 
December 1992 - In a continuing struggle to win release of : 


stration with more than 1,000 activists from across the country 


: at the headquarters of the Pharmaceutical Manufacturer's 
Guantanamo, Cuba, a coalition including ACT UP, Housing : 
Works, and the Coalition for the Homeless begins providing an ; 


Association, accusing the pharmaceutical industry of adhering to 
profit-driven research, price gouging, corporate secrecy and 
During the 


ACT UP organizes the Hands Around the Capitol event to draw 


May 1993 - After three and a half years of pressure by ACT 


Several hundred protesters gather outside the meeting, receiv- 


By September, all the refugees are housed in permanent, med- 







































































June 1993 - Members of the McClintock Working Group 
attend the New Directions in AIDS Research Summit in 
Madison, Wisconsin. The proposal is presented to the collect- 
ed researchers and activists and featured prominently in press 
coverage of the event. 


July 1, 1993 - The Marys affinity group carries out the second 
political funeral for an activist who has died of AIDS. Two 
hundred demonstrators travel to Washington, DC, to fulfill 
35-year-old ACT UP and Marys affinity group member Tim 
Baily's final wishes for a political funeral in front of the White 
House. After an emotional three hour standoff, plans are 
thwarted when police attempt to wrestle the casket containing 
Bailey's embalmed body away from activists in front of the 
Capitol Building. Two are arrested including Bailey's brother 
from Ohio. 


July 16, 1993 - In the third political funeral for a member of 
ACT UP NY affinity group The Marys, the coffin of Jon 
Greenburg, 37, co-founder of ACT UP’s Alternative and 
Holistic Treatment Committee and director of TAP 
(Treatment Alternatives Project) is carried through the streets 
of the East Village to Tompkins Square Park. More than 200 
activists, friends and family members attended. “I don’t want 
an angry political funeral,” wrote Greenberg. “I just want you 
to burn me in the street and eat my flesh.” 


September 12, 1993 - The PWA Housing Committee orga- 
nizes a demonstration to make AIDS housing an issue in New 
York City Council elections. One-hundred and fifty people 
march from Sheridan Square to City Council member Antonio 
Pagan's election headquarters, highlighting his opposition to 
AIDS housing projects. Though Pagan wins reelection, a new 
coalition of AIDS activists, squatters and community activists is 
formed. 


September, 1993 - Members of the McClintock Working 
Group hit the National Lesbian and Gay Journalists 
Conference in New York, hanging a banner reading "What 
About A Cure? Demand McClintock" during a speech by Dan 
Rather. The following day activists pose as journalists to meet 
with new AIDS Czar Kristine Gebbie who says she has read 
the McClintock project and is considering its proposals. 


September 30, 1993 - Chanting "MicroGeneSys, AIDS 
Extortionists!", fourteen AIDS activists are arrested after they 
shackle themselves to the front door and gate at 
MicroGeneSys, Inc., in Meriden, CT, to protest a $20 million 
government appropriation to study the company's controver- 
sial AIDS vaccine. 


January 3, 1994 - ACT UP NY, along with a coalition of 
more than five hundred activists, descend on City Hall at 7:30 
am to tell Rudolph Giuliani that the AIDS crisis should be job 
one on his first day as Mayor. 


January 6, 1994 - DIVA TV launches ACT UP LIVE! a weekly 
call-in show on Manhattan public access TV. 


January 26, 1994 - Nine activists from the Target Rudy 
Working Group of ACT UP/NY pass out leaflets that read 
"ACT UP IS WATCHING" to New York City Council mem- 
bers warning them not to make cuts in AIDS funding, resulting 
in four arrests. The council members were attending a private 








reception with Mayor Giuliani at Gracie Mansion. 


March 14, 1994 - Giuliani's proposal to eliminate the Division 
of AIDS Services (DAS), which provides crucial services and 
counseling brings a coalition of AIDS activists and others to 
City Hall for the first of several protests. Wearing masks as 
"Faceless Bureaucrats" Action Tours members appear in the 
New York Times the following day. 


March 21, 1994 - Members of ACT UP affinity group Action 
Tours hang a banner on City Hall reading "AIDS Hall of 
Shame." 


March 22, 1994 - Target Rudy- More than 1500 activists, 
including ACT UP NY, the Harlem Group, Mothers Voices and 
AIDS Service providers, march across the Brooklyn Bridge 
from Brooklyn to City Hall to focus media attention on the 
drastic cuts proposed to DAS. 47 activists are arrested. 


April 11 & 13, 1994 - ACT UP NY confronts Mayor Giuliani 
at a series of Town Meetings. Activists demand that Guiliani 
abandon any plans for budget cuts affecting AIDS services in 
New York City 


April 12, 1994 - Following City Council hearings on the pro- 


























posed DAS cuts, ACT UP members hold a sit-in outside 
Giuliani's office in City Hall. Twenty-five are arrested. 


April 1994 - After years of lobbying by the Testing and 
Disclosure Working Group, the New York State AIDS 
Advisory Council refuses to recommend lab-based name 
reporting without unique identifiers, codes used to protect the 
confidentiality of people who test HIV+. 


May 10, 1994 - Bowing to pressure from activists, Mayor 
Giuliani releases his proposed city budget which leaves the 
threatened Division of AIDS Services intact. The following 
day, 18 ACT UP members are arrested for displaying a banner 
on the steps of City Hall reading "DAS is not enough Rudy 
Fight AIDS now." 


May 10, 1994 - US Representative Jerrold Nadler introduces 
ACT UP's AIDS Cure Project, formerly the McClintock 
Project, (HR 4370) into Congress. If enacted, this will change 
the way that AIDS Research is conducted in this country 


COMMITTEES, CAUCUSES , AND 
WORKING GROUPS 


ACT UP AMERICAS COMMITTEE - Promotes the cre- 
ation of activist groups throughout the Americas. Future 
objectives are to exchange information on lifesaving therapies - 
both traditional and alternative - and to fight for the expansion 
of AIDS drug trials(and access to them) to all the countries of 
the Americas. 


AIDS CURE WORKING GROUP .- Formerly the 
McClintock Working Group. Building a coalition and creating 
actions to push for the AIDS CURE ACT, a design for a 
Manhattan project to find a cure for AIDS. (The Manhattan 
project developed the atom bomb). 


ACTION TOURS - An affinity group that stages media- 
savvy peaceful actions. Raising their collective voice against 
homophobia, health care inequity and political irresponsibility. 


ALTERNATIVE AND HOLISTIC COMMITTEE - 
Advocates a natural and holistic approach for people with 
AIDS , including nutrition, meditation, massage, and other 
therapies; fights discrimination against holistic therapies by 
insurance companies and the medical establishment. 


DIVA TV - DIVA (Damned Interfering Video Activists) 
creates and distributes video coverage on AIDS activism, 
including a weekly public access show. 


FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE - Organizes events to raise 
money for ACT UP actions and operating expense; handles the 
sale of ACT UP merchandise. 


GIULIANI WORKING GROUP - Creating a broad-based 
direction to counter Mayor Giuliani's deliberate neglect of the 
AIDS Crisis, 


HEALTH CARE ACCESS COMMITTEE - Demands bet- 
ter insurance for PWAs; fights insurance industry discrimina- 
tion against People With AIDS. (PWAs). 


PWA HOUSING COMMITTEE - Works to provide ade- 
quate and safe housing for people as a way to fight AIDS. 
Housing is Healthcare! 
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LESBIAN CAUCUS - Deals with lesbian issues within the 
AIDS Crisis, especially the lack of research generated on 
woman to woman transmission of HIV. 


MEDIA COMMITTEE - Encourages and monitors coverage 
of the AIDS Crisis and ACT UP visibility in the print and elec- 
tronic media by sending news releases and press kits to the 
general media. 


NEEDLE DECRIMINALIZATION WORKING GROUP 
- Advocates distribution of clean needles by city and state 
agencies; runs needle exchange programs and teaches safe 
injection technique. 


OUTREACH COMMITTEE Advocates AIDS activism in all 
communities; informs the public of ACT UP actions and 
accomplishments through forums, panels, and other events; 
publishes and distributes "Whats Up ACT UP? newsletter, 
brochures, posters and flyers. 


PEDIATRICS COMMITTEE - Advocates for children with 
AIDS from infancy through adolescence. 


SPANISH COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE - 
Informs the public about AIDS and AIDS activism through 
speakers and written materials in Spanish; develops Spanish 
translations of English language materials. 


TB WORKING GROUP - Works to expose the upsurge in 
TB transmission in the homeless and prison PWA communi- 
ties. Along with a broad based coalition, advocates budget and 
policy changes to provides access to treatment to all affected. 


TREATMENT AND DATA COMMITTEE - Monitors 
experimental treatments for people with AIDS; works for bet- 
ter access to promising treatments through direct action and 
from within the medical and scientific research establishments. 


TESTING AND DISCLOSURE WORKING GROUP - 
Advocates for fair HIV testing and disclosure policies which 
guarantee anonymity. 


YELL - YOUTH EDUCATION LIFE LINE COMMIT- 
TEE Advocates explicit AIDS information for young people 
and condom distribution in public schools. 


Wa al 135 WEST 20th STREET 
EVGA @ New vork, ny, 10001 


{| CONTRIBUTION OF: 


3 212-564-2437 


YES, | WANT TO HELP ACT UP FIGHT AIDS WITH A 


| $35.00 __ $50.00__$100.00__ OTHER 


| | AM UNABLE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION AT THIS 
j TIME, BUT PLEASE PUT ME ON YOUR MAILING LIST 
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